


•

•

•

•



Crimestoppers

Sheet



Snapchat Video seen by local 

law enforcement on approx. 3/31



MAP OF INCIDENT



Waddle’s Squad footage in alley, showing discard of weapon:







Lawler BWC

Officer Lawler BWC



Costas BWC

Officer Costas—BWC



Dispatch audio



I. Surveillance outside Chicken Shack-vid

Chicken Shack Surveillance Video—Exterior



I. Surveillance inside Chicken Shack-vid

Chicken Shack Surveillance Video—Interior



I. Waddle BWC

Officer Waddle—BWC



Stills from Waddle’s BWC



Stills from Waddle’s BWC



Stills from Waddle’s BWC



Stills from Waddle’s BWC



Stills from Waddle’s BWC



Stills from Waddle’s BWC



Stills from Waddle’s BWC



Stills from Waddle’s BWC



Stills from Waddle’s BWC



Officer Waddle injuries at 

scene







Gun dropped

In Alley





Glock Model 19

9mm







NIBIN LEADS FROM

GLOCK MODEL 19



LEGAL ANALYSIS

Under Illinois law, a police officer has the right to use force he reasonably believes is necessary to 

effectuate an arrest. 720 ILCS 5/7-4. However, an officer is only justified in using force likely to cause 

death or great bodily harm (deadly force) only when he reasonably believes that such force is 

necessary to prevent death or great bodily harm to himself or such other person, or when he 

reasonably believes both that:

1. Such force is necessary to prevent the arrest from being defeated by resistance or escape; and

2. The person to be arrested has committed or attempted a forcible felony which involves the 

infliction or threatened infliction of great bodily harm or is attempting to escape by use of a deadly 

weapon, or otherwise indicates that he will endanger human life or inflict great bodily harm unless 

arrested without delay. 720 ILCS 5/7-5.



LEGAL ANALYSIS

Use of force updated legislation passed in January of 2021 states that such force 

may only be used when an officer reasonably believes that such force is necessary 

to prevent death or great bodily harm to themselves or another person, both when:

1. Such force is necessary to prevent the arrest from being defeated by resistance 

or escape; the officer reasonably believes that the person to be arrested cannot 

be apprehended at a later date, and the officer reasonably believes that the 

person to be arrested is likely to cause great bodily harm to another; and

2. The person to be arrested just committed or attempted a forcible felony that 

involves the infliction or threatened infliction of great bodily harm or is 

attempting to escape by use of a deadly weapon, or otherwise indicates that 

he will endanger human life or inflict great bodily harm unless arrested without 

delay.



LEGAL ANALYSIS

In this case, officers had a reasonable belief that Tatum presented a threat of death or great 

bodily harm or death. Video footage and witness statements support such conclusion. 

The force used by the officers was proportional to the threat Deshawn Tatum posed. Mr. Tatum 

was in a vehicle, a weapon capable of causing great bodily harm or death. The fact that he 

dragged several officers to the ground while grabbing the gun of another suggested that he 

intended to use it in a deadly manner and that he may have been planning to use it. Because 

the officers faced deadly force, it was lawful for them to respond with equal or greater force, in a 

quick response due to the rapid unfolding of events. Under these facts, the officers’ decision to 

shoot at Mr. Tatum was objectively reasonable and no criminal charges against Officers Scully, 

Costas, Lawler or Waddle are supported.

Please review State’s Attorney Report for full factual basis and legal analysis.


